(526)
ter fubfervient to the viewing both near and diftinit
Oljects, with the Defcription of a Natural refleiling
Microfcope. Vil Exirall of Two Letters, the one to
Dr. Wiiliam Gibbons, Felow of the College of Phyfi-
tians, Londomr; the other to Mr. Nicholas Staphortt,
Operator in Chymifiry at Apothecaries-Hall , from
Mr. Edward Coles, giving an Account of a Red Co-
lour produced by Mixture of a Sulphureous Spirit, witha
Polatile Alkali. Vi'l.4 Note Communicated by Mr Hill,
confirming the great Age of Henry Jenkins, mentio-
ned Numb 221. p. 265. of thefe Tranfallions.
VIIL An Account of the making Pitch, Tar, and Oyl
out of a blackifb Stone in Shropthire, Communicated
by Mr. Martin Ele, the Inventor of it. 1X. Account
of a Book. Marcelli Mslpighii Philofophi & Medici
Bononienfis ¢ Regia Soc. Lond. Opera Pofthuma Fig,
@neis illuflrara quibus prafixa eft ejufdem Vita i feip-
Jo Scripta Lond. Impenfis A. & j. Churchill, ad In-
JSigne nigri cygni in Vico dilflo Pater-nofter-row, 1697,

in Fal,

Part of a Letter from Dr. Richardfon
containing a Relarion of Subterraneons Trees,

Dug up at Youle in Yorkfhire.

¥ Have had the opportunity fince I was with you laft,

to fee feveral Subterraneous Trees, dug up at a

piace called Toale, about Twelve Miles below Tork,
~upor. the River Zumber. Thereare feveral Perfons
there which are called Tryers, who, with a long piece

of
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of Iron, fearch in tHe foft and boggy Ground fer thefe
Trecs; and by this way of Tryal, can, in a great Mea-
fure, difcover the iéngth and thickne(sof thele Trees,
and get-a Livelyhood by it.  Some are fo large, that they
are ufed for Timber in building Houfes, whichis faid
to by more durable than Oak itfelf; others are {plit into
Lathes, others are cut into long Chips, and tied up in
Bundles, and fentto the Market Towns feveral Miles
off to ligat Tobacco. Thofe that 1 viewed, were all
broken off from the Roots, I {uppofe by violence of
Storm or Water, or both; and upon Enquiry do find,
that they are all after the fame manner.  Thefe Tryers
do affirm, that at three or four Yards depth they fiad
ftumps of Trees broken off ; fome two, three or four
Foot from the Ground, and to be exaltly the fame
Wood with the Subterraneous Trees. Upon the firfk
fight of thefe, I was induced to embrace an Opinion
that [ had long ago laid afide, (wsz.) that thefe are re-
ally Firr-trees or Pine-trees ; the Country People here-
about call them Firr-wood. The bate or texture of this
Wood is the fame with Firr, eafily fplicting :  If burnt,
it fends out the fame Rofinous Smell, and it af-
fords the fame Coale. The Branches generally growin
Circles, as the Knots do yet teftifie : The nors do
eafily part from the reft of the Wood, as is ufual in Firr-
Wood. The fireightnels and length of thefe Trees,
are alfo a prefumption, that they muft be fuch;, if one
confider that fome of thefe are nigh 2 Hundred Foot
long; and at the bottom, not much above a Foot in
Diameter. ‘They aflirmed tome, that their tops lay all
one way, (viz.) with the Currentof the Water. There
are alfo Oaks found there, though not in {o great quan-
tity. The Vitriolick parts of the Earth (in whichthey
have lain, hath given them a black Tincture quite

through,
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through, which (when wrought and polifh’d fine) is
not much inferior to Ebony. This Wood doth not ¢-
mit the {ame {mell when burnt, with that called Firr-
wood ; therefore 1 hope the fmellof that Wood will
not be attributed to the Bituminous parts of the Earth
in which it hath lain, About Sixty or Seventy Years
ago, feveral Datch Men undertook to dreyn a large
Marfh in that place; aad in curting a Channei in the
dry Ground betwixt the Fen and the River, At the
firft threw up a rich and firm Soil, afterwards they met
with a Stratum of Sand, under that a Stratum of Bog-
gy Ground, in which they found of thefe Subterrane-
ous Trees, and under that firm Ground ; and as a Gen-
tleman attefted to me, who had it from feveral Perlons
then living , that were Eye-witneflcs, that the firm
Ground in fome places lay ridge and furrow. There
are feveral of thele Roots of Treesto be feen in the
Channel at low Water, to this day. That thefe Trees
are Natives of this place, and not brought hither by a
Foreign Deluge, I prefumealmoft demonftrable, though
row there are neither Firr nor Pine growing naturaily
here, nor have been in the Memory of any Man;
neither doth there remain any Tradition of the growth
of fuch. The place (where thefe Trees are found) is
a long flat on the one fide, bounded by the (raging)
River Aumber, which often breaksits Banks. Nigh
téhis place the Dun emptics itfelf into the River Hum-
er.
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